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ESOL International 

English Listening Examination 

Level B1 Intermediate 

Texts to be used with the examination. 

These will be recorded and sent to the centre on a disk prior to the examination. 

Instructions are written in underlined italics and should not be recorded. 

The recording must be played to learners in full from start to finish. 
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This is the NOCN ESOL International Intermediate Level B1 Listening examination. 
 
Please check that your name and other details are on your mark sheet. 
 
The invigilator will have explained how to fill in the mark sheet. 
 
Do not write on your examination paper.   
 
Put your answers on the mark sheet. 
 
The Listening examination will now begin. 
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Part 1 
 
You will hear ten sentences. Read the replies on your examination paper.   
 
You have two minutes to read the replies on your examination paper. 
 
Pause for two minutes 

Listen to the sentences. You will hear the sentences in full twice. Choose the best reply for the situation. 

You will then have two minutes to check your answers. 

Play the sentences 

1. How many rooms are there in your house? 

2. Shall we go to the restaurant this evening?  

3. Do you like my new dress? 

4. What time does the English lesson start? 

5. Which is the best way to get to the market? 

6. Would you like to go to the cinema on Friday? 

7. How often do you visit your grandparents? 

8. Would you like to come to my birthday party?  

9. Excuse me, do you sell postage stamps? 

10. What did you do last weekend? 

Pause for five seconds after the first reading. 
 
Now listen to the sentences again. 
 
Play the sentences again. 
 
Now check your answers. You have two minutes to check your answers. 
 
Pause for two minutes after the second reading 
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Part 2 – Conversations 
 
You will hear two conversations. Read the questions and answers on your examination paper for both 
conversations. You have two minutes to read them. 
 

Pause for two minutes 

Listen to Conversation 1. You will hear the conversation twice. Answer the questions.   
 

You have two minutes to check the answers. 
 

Play the conversation 
 

Tanya: Hello Alex, nice to see you after all this time.  
Alex: Hello Tanya. How are you? Have you been doing anything interesting since I last 

saw you?  
Tanya:  I’m fine, thank you. I’ve just been going to work every day, as usual. But I’m really 

looking forward to the weekend. 
Alex: Why? Are you doing something special at the weekend? 
Tanya: Yes, I’m going to the Lake District with some friends. We’re going cycling.  
Alex:  That sounds fun! Are you going to ride your bikes all the way from here to the 

Lake District? That’s a very long way!  
Tanya: No, we’re going to get a train from London to Carlisle and then we’re going to 

cycle from there. 
Alex: Where are you going to stay? It will be a bit too cold for camping at this time of 

year. 
Tanya:  We are going to stay in a youth hostel.  
Alex: A youth hostel! I don’t think I would like that. I know they are cheap places to stay 

but aren’t they cold and uncomfortable? 
Tanya: No, these days youth hostels are usually very good. Of course, they are not like 

five-star hotels, but they are quite comfortable and you can meet some really 
interesting people in them. 

Alex:  How far are you going to ride your bikes each day?  
Tanya: About fifty miles. It will depend on the weather. If it’s raining or very windy, we 

will probably visit a castle or a museum or something like that.  
Alex: Well, I hope you enjoy it. When are you coming back? 
Tanya: We are getting a train on Sunday afternoon so we’ll be back in London in the 

evening, about six o’clock. What about you, Alex? Do you have any plans for the 
weekend? 

Alex: Not really. I will probably watch some DVDs and catch up on some sleep! 

Pause for five seconds after the first reading. 
 

Now listen to the conversation again. 
 

Play the conversation again. 
 

Now check your answers.  You have two minutes to check your answers. 
 

Pause for two minutes after the second reading. 
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Part 2 – Conversations 
 

Listen to Conversation 2. You will hear the conversation twice. Answer the questions.  

You have two minutes to check the answers. 

Play the conversation 
 

Receptionist:   Hello, welcome to Fitness First. How can I help you? 
Customer:     Hi. I would like some information about the gym. 
Receptionist:   Sure. What would you like to know? 
Customer:     I saw on the sign outside that you have the best membership deal in town. Is that right? 
Receptionist:   That’s right. If you find a better deal, then we’ll match it. Also, we don’t have any     
  cancellation fees.               
Customer:    Sorry, what was that? 
Receptionist:   Cancellation fees. Some gyms charge you money if you join and then leave before the 
  period of time you have paid for. We don’t do that. 
Customer:    That’s useful to know. What are the opening and closing times?  
Receptionist:   We open at 5am and close at midnight. 
Customer:     Oh, so you’re not open 24 hours? 
Receptionist:   No. We tried opening for 24 hours a day but there really weren’t many people who 

wanted to do exercise at 2 o’clock in the morning. 
Customer:     I see. Another question. Do you have personal trainers? I think I need someone to show 

me what to do. 
Receptionist:   We do. We can show you what to do and how to do it. Have you worked with a personal 

trainer before? 
Customer:     No, I haven’t. 
Receptionist:   It’s very easy. For your first visits you will work with one of our expert personal trainers 

who will design an exercise plan that’s just right for you and show you exactly what to do. 
Customer: All of this is included in the price? 
Receptionist: Yes, it is. 
Customer:     That’s great. 
Receptionist: Do you have any other questions? 
Customer:    Yes. Why should I choose to come here instead of any of the other gyms in town? 
Receptionist: Well, look. Here’s a free day pass. Why don’t you come in sometime and see for yourself? 

That way you can talk to other gym members, see the facilities and meet our staff. 
Customer: Ok, I’ll do that. Thanks very much! 

 
Pause for five seconds after the first reading. 
 

Now listen to the conversation again. 
 
Play the conversation again. 
 
Now check your answers.  You have two minutes to check your answers. 
 

Pause for two minutes after the second reading. 
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Part 3 – Broadcasts 
 
You will hear two broadcasts. Read the questions and answers on your examination paper for both 

broadcasts. You have two minutes to read them. 

 
Pause for two minutes 
 
Listen to Broadcast 1. You will hear the broadcast twice. Answer the questions.   

You have two minutes to check the answers. 

Play the broadcast 
 

McDonald’s has said it is going to start selling a vegetarian burger in the UK after years of research to 
create the perfect recipe. It will be called the McPlant burger and it will be available in ten restaurants in 
the UK from September this year. If it is popular with customers, it will go on sale everywhere next year. 
 
McDonald’s is trying to catch up with other fast-food companies, such as Greggs who sell a vegetarian 
sausage roll and Burger King who already sell a vegetarian burger. But McDonald’s said it had taken time 
to make sure its vegetarian burger meets the highest standards. 
 
The McPlant burger will be made without meat. It will contain vegetarian cheese, mustard, ketchup, 
onion, pickles, lettuce and tomato and served in a bread roll. The fast-food giant spent three years 
researching and testing different burgers and cheeses. 
 
The UK Vegetarian Society has welcomed the McPlant burger. Some vegetarians are not happy with 
Burger King’s vegetarian burger because it is cooked on the same grill as meat burgers, but McDonald’s 
will prepare the McPlant burger separately from meat products. 
 
Will the McPlant burger be popular with customers? The UK Vegetarian Society estimates that there are 
more than a million vegetarians in Britain, so it is likely that some of them will be keen to try it. 
 

 
Pause for five seconds after the first reading. 
 
Now listen to the broadcast again. 
 
Play the broadcast again. 
 
Now check your answers. You have two minutes to check your answers. 
 
Pause for two minutes after the second reading. 
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Part 3 – Broadcast 2 
 
Listen to Broadcast 2. You will hear the broadcast twice. Answer the questions.   

You have two minutes to check the answers. 

Play the broadcast 
 

For more than forty years Ken Smith has lived alone, without electricity or running water, in a wooden 
cabin that he built himself on the banks of a lake in northern Scotland. It is a two-hour walk to the 
nearest road and he has no mobile phone signal. 
 
Ken is 74 years old and spends his days looking for food in the woods and fishing in the lake. He collects 
wood that he can use on his fire for cooking and keeping warm. He also grows vegetables in a little 
garden behind his home. 
 
Forty years ago, Ken set off from his home town in England to walk to Scotland, looking for a new place 
to live. He wanted a different kind of life. After walking for more than five hundred miles, he found the 
perfect place, a long way from any other houses or people.  
 
Ken has lived there all alone for many years without any problems. But last year he became ill and 
needed help. He managed to make contact with the emergency services and spent seven weeks in 
hospital recovering from his illness. When he was better, Ken returned to his lonely house but now he 
has some help. A friend brings him some food every two weeks and checks to see that he is ok. 
 

 
Pause for five seconds after the first reading. 
 
Now listen to the broadcast again. 
 
Play the broadcast again. 
 
Now check your answers. You have two minutes to check your answers. 
 
Pause for two minutes after the second reading. 

That is the end of the Listening examination. Please check your mark sheet is completed correctly. Put 
your pens down.  

End of Examination 
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