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ESOL International 
 

English Listening Examination 
 

Level B2 Independent User 
 
 
 

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.  

Do not open the paper until you are told to do so. 

Listen to the instructions. 

Use black or blue ink. Do not use pencil. 

You must not use a dictionary. 

Record your answers on the mark sheet. 

Total marks available: 31 

You have 35 minutes to finish the examination. 
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Part 1  

You will hear ten sentences twice. Choose the best answer in each situation.  

Now read the answers. You have two minutes to read the answers. 

Now listen to the recording and select the best answer. Mark the answer on the mark sheet. 

 

1. a. I would like tea please. 
b. My favourite drink is coffee.  
c. The drink is ready.  
 

2. a. I enjoy skateboarding.  
b. Let’s go to the cinema.  
c. The movie finishes late.  
 

3. a. 5,000 people live in my town.  
b. It is a busy place that’s full of life.  
c. I live in the north of the country. 

 

4. a. The bus takes you to the stadium.  
b. It takes ten minutes to get there. 
c. Next to the train station. 
 

5. a. The meal takes two hours to cook.  
b. It is difficult learning to cook.  
c. For about three years.  

 
 
 

6. a. Do you like the colour? 
b. Yes, but the sale ends next week. 
c. There are four t-shirts left. 
 

7. a. I’d really like that.  
b. I enjoy playing at weekends.  
c. The hockey match was last week.  
 

8. a. Running is a fun sport.  
b. There is a park nearby.  
c. The running club is expensive. 
 

9. 
 

a. We can go to the restaurant. 
b. The chicken curry is very tasty.  
c. I’d like to go for a meal. 
 

10. a. Yes, I can do that for you. 
b. Sorry, I can’t go with you. 
c. No thanks, I wouldn’t like it. 
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Part 2 

You will now hear two conversations. You will hear them twice.  
 
You have two minutes to read the questions and answers for both conversations. 
 
Now listen to Conversation 1.   
Record your answers on the mark sheet. 
 
Conversation 1 
 
1. What was the hotel surrounded by?  

a. Water. 
b. Traffic.  
c. Trees. 

 
2. Where did the yoga sessions take place?  

a. In the mountains. 
b. By the lake.  
c. By a waterfall.  

 
3. What did Sophie and Maria talk about?  

a. The storms.  
b. Travel stories.  
c. The cosy dinner.  

 
4. Which food does Sophie usually eat? 

a. Fast food. 
b. Tuna salad. 
c. Fruit yoghurt. 

 

5. How did Sophie feel when she got back?  
a. Tired.  
b. Peaceful. 
c. Relaxed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now listen to the conversation again and check 
your answers. 
 

Now listen to Conversation 2.   
Record your answers on the mark sheet. 
 
Conversation 2 
 
1. Why did Kathleen want to climb Scafell 

Pike?  
a. Because it is England’s tallest 

mountain. 
b. To see what her body was capable 

of.  
c. To raise money for National Trust. 

 
2. What added an extra layer of challenge 

to the climb?  
a. They didn’t have much time. 
b. The rocks on the path.  
c. Kathleen’s age.  

 
3. How did the walking group support 

Kathleen?  
a. By carrying her rucksack.  
b. By physically helping her. 
c. By singing songs. 

 
4. What made the journey worthwhile? 

a. The feeling of joy at the summit. 
b. The beautiful views. 
c. Doing it with her walking group. 

 
5. What does Kathleen encourage others to 

do? 
a. Celebrate life. 
b. Climb Scafell Pike. 
c. Plan their own adventures.  
 

Now listen to the conversation again and check 
your answers. 
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Part 3 
 

You will hear two broadcasts. You will hear them twice.  

You have two minutes to read the questions and answers for both broadcasts. 

Now listen to Broadcast 1.   
Record your answers on the mark sheet. 
 
Broadcast 1 
 
1. Who is encouraged to audition?  

a. Anyone who looks like the characters. 

b. Successful, ambitious actors.  

c. Enthusiastic and confident witches and 

wizards.  
 

2. When is the deadline to submit videos?  

a. By Halloween.  

b. By April.  

c. By 2nd May.  
 

3. What should your first audition video be 

about?  

a. A description of yourself. 

b. An exciting experience. 

c. A 30-second poem or story. 
 

4. What should you do in the audition video?  

a. Say where you live.  

b. Speak clearly. 

c. Pretend to be someone else.  
 

5. What will make a great audition? 

a. What you wear.  

b. Your head being visible.  

c. Your unique personality.  
 

6. What is this broadcast mainly about? 

a. People liking Harry Potter books. 

b. Advertising acting roles for TV. 

c. How to make videos. 

Listen to the broadcast again and check your 
answers. 

Now listen to Broadcast 2.   
Record your answers on the mark sheet. 
 
Broadcast 2 
 

1. Who is Davina making friendship 
bracelets for? 
a. People in care homes. 

b. Pop stars in concerts.  

c. Pop fans of all ages. 
 

2. How many bracelets has Davina made 
so far?  
a. 92.  

b. 200.  

c. 600.  

 
3. Who is Davina planning to make more 

bracelets with?  
a. Her grandmother. 

b. Her family.  

c. Her friends.  

 
4. Where is Davina’s next trip to? 

a. London. 

b. Liverpool.  

c. Manchester.  

 
5. Her project is bringing people together 

through:  
a. Friendship and music.  

b. Unforgettable concerts.  

c. Her local school.  

 
 
Listen to the broadcast again and check your 
answers. 
 

End of Examination 
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ESOL International 

 
English Reading Examination 

 
Level B2 Independent User 

 

 

 

 

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.  

Use black or blue ink. Do not use a pencil. 

You may NOT use a dictionary. 

There are 31 questions in this examination.  

You must attempt all the questions.   

Record your answers on the mark sheet.   

Total marks available: 31 

You have 60 minutes to finish the examination. 
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Text 1 
 

Read the text.  Answer the questions on your mark sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The history of breakdancing 1 

 2 

Breakdancing, or ‘breaking’, started in the 1970s in New York, USA. It was created by 3 

African-American and Latin-American young people. They used the dance as a way to 4 

show their feelings. The ‘breaks’ in songs were the parts with just rhythm and beats. 5 

This gave dancers the chance to try new dance moves. One after another, they added 6 

new steps, which helped it become an ____________ new dance style. 7 

 8 

Breakdancing began as both an art form and a way for dancers to compete against each 9 

other. They learned from each other too, wanting to make their moves better. Gradualy, 10 

breakdancing became known beyond the USA. It spread through music videos and 11 

films, which helped show it to people around the world. These things made breakdancing 12 

an important part of hip-hop culture during the 1980s. 13 

 14 

Events like Germanys Battle of the Year became popular. These contests helped bring 15 

breakdancing to more people. Dancers competed to show their best moves, getting 16 

praise and becoming well-known. Their wish to be the best made them practise hard. 17 

 18 

In 2024, breakdancing became an official sport in the Summer Olympic Games. This 19 

shows how far breakdancing has come, since its early days of being performing in  20 

streets. Now it is a strong movement that keeps inspiring people all over the world. 21 
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1. Where did breakdancing begin? 

a. Africa.  

b. Germany.  

c. New York.  

 

2. What did people use breakdancing for? 

a. To create a new dance style.  

b. To show their feelings.  

c. To perfect their dance moves.  

 

3. How did breakdancing spread beyond the 

USA? 

a. Through competitions.  

b. Through music videos and films.  

c. Through the culture.  

 

4. What made them practise hard?  

a. The ability to show their best moves.  

b. Finding fame and approval.  

c. Their wish to be the best.  

 

5. When did breakdancing become an official 

Olympic sport?  

a. 1970s.  

b. 1980s.  

c. 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Which line has a spelling mistake?  

a. Line 9.  

b. Line 10. 

c. Line 12.  

 

7. The word ‘official’ on line 19 means: 

a. Approved. 

b. Popular. 

c. New. 

 

8. Which line has a punctuation error?  

a. Line 6.  

b. Line 11. 

c. Line 15. 

 

9. The word missing from line 7 is: 

a. Effortless.  

b. Expensive.  

c. Exciting.  

 

10. Which line has a grammar error?  

a. Line 17. 
b. Line 20. 
c. Line 21. 
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Text 2 
 

Read the text.  Answer the questions on your mark sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Paralympian Dame Sarah Storey 1 

 2 

Dame Sarah Storey is Britain’s most successful Paralympian. In France in 2024, she 3 

won her 19th Gold medal in an exciting cycling road race. Known for her strong 4 

performences, Storey finished just ahead of the second place French rider, after an  5 

exciting sprint to the finish. 6 

 7 

This win brings Storey's total medals to 30. She has won them in two sports, cycling 8 

and swimming, over nine Paralympic Games. In fact, Storey first competed in the 9 

Olympics at only 14 years old. She went on to win five of her gold medals before 10 

turning 19. Her deep focus on sports and her ________ on others have earned her 11 

respect worldwide. Despite setbacks and health issues, she keeps setting new goals 12 

regularly. 13 

 14 

Storey first took part in the Paralympics in 1992, racing as a swimmer for Britain in 15 

Spain. Over time, she switched to cycling and became known around the world 16 

for her determination. There's no stopping for Storey, which goal-setting stays as  17 

strong as ever. 18 

 19 

The 2024 Paris Paralympics were especially meaningful to her, as her two children,  20 

Louisa and Charlie, watched her compete for the first time. "The chance to  21 

experience a normal Games following the lockdown of 2020, with fans, supporters  22 

and my family was too good to miss,” she said. 23 
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11. Dame Sarah Storey represents which 

country? 

a. Olympus.  

b. France.  

c. Britain.  

 

12. How many medals does Dame Sarah 

Storey have?  

a. 14.  

b. 19.  

c. 30.  

 

13. She first took part in the Paralympics as a: 

a. Cyclist. 

b. Swimmer.  

c. Sprinter.  

 

14. What is she known across the world for? 

a. Her determination.  

b. Her ambition. 

c. Her strength. 

 

15. Who are Louisa and Charlie? 

a. Her fans.  

b. Her supporters.  

c. Her children. 

 

 

 

16. ‘Meaningful’ on line 20 means: 

a. Challenging. 

b. Important. 

c. Serious. 

 

17. Which line has a spelling mistake?  

a. Line 5.  

b. Line 8.  

c. Line 9. 

 

18. Which line has a punctuation error?  

a. Line 4. 

b. Line 15. 

c. Line 21. 

 

19. Which line has a grammar mistake? 

a. Line 12. 

b. Line 17. 

c. Line 22. 

 

20. The word missing from line 11 is:  

a. Pressure. 

b. Influence.  

c. Neglect.  
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Text 3 
 

Read the text.  Answer the questions on your mark sheet. 
 

 

21. What happened in 2017? 

a. Karen bought over 70 cats.  

b. Karen’s Cat Community rescue started.  

c. Karen and her daughter raised money for 

charity. 

 
22. What did the rescue only offer at the start? 

a. Food and cat litter. 

b. To adopt unwanted cats.  

c. Advice on cat care. 

 

23. What helped Lauren through difficult times? 

a. The satisfaction in her work.  

b. Her emotional connection with the cats.  

c. Working with her mum. 

24. What has made it even harder to manage?  

a. Having so many cats. 

b. The vet bills.  

c. Rising costs.  

 

25. How will Karen and Lauren raise money? 

a. Through fundraising events.  

b. By finding the cats new homes.  

c. By working in a rescue service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Living with over 70 pets 
 
Can you imagine living with more than 70 cats? That’s the reality for Karen Smy and her daughter, 
Lauren, from Wales. They run a cat rescue service, taking care of unwanted domestic cats.  
 
Karen’s Cat Community rescue started in 2017. The mother and daughter team began by offering 
advice on cat care, but quickly became overwhelmed, as more and more people asked them to adopt 
their unwanted cats. Now the pair share every room of their house with cats, including the kitchen 
and bathroom. 
 
Lauren, who works in the charity sector, said that her strong emotional connection with the cats 
helped her through difficult times. She said the cats were always there for her when people weren’t. 
 
Caring for so many cats is challenging. Karen and Lauren spend £135 each day on food and cat litter, 
and have over £3,000 in vet bills still to pay. Karen added that rising costs have made it even harder to 
keep up with everything. 
 
On balance, both Karen and Lauren still find great satisfaction in their work. The pair hope to find new 
rescue homes for all the cats and will continue to raise money through fundraising events.  
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Text 4 
 

Read the text.  Answer the questions on your mark sheet. 
 

Jelly Beans 

Do you like jelly beans? These vivid, sweet treats are a favourite for many people. They come in a 
variety of flavours, from cherry and lime to unusual ones like popcorn, candyfloss or even rotten eggs! 
There’s definitely a jelly bean to satisfy everyone. 

Jelly beans are made using a process called panning. First, a hot sugary syrup is poured into bean-
shaped moulds to form the soft centres, which are left to dry for up to 24 hours. These are then 
removed and placed into spinning pans. Thin layers of sugar, colour and flavour are gradually added 
as the beans spin. This creates the hard outer shell. Finally, the jelly beans are polished with wax to 
give them a shiny finish before being sorted and packaged. 

Jelly beans have been around since the late 1800s. By the late 1930s, they were a common sweet in 
America. Historians believe that they became especially popular in the 1940s, as Easter treats. Many 
also believe that their soft centres were inspired by another sweet called Turkish Delight.  

So, next time you enjoy a jelly bean, remember all the work that goes into creating these ideal sweet 
treats. 

 

26. What is a favourite for many people? 

a. Jelly beans.  

b. Turkish Delight. 

c. Popcorn. 
 

27. Which is an unusual flavour?  

a. Cherry.  

b. Lime.  

c. Candyfloss.  
 

28. What creates the hard outer shell? 

a. Drying them for 24 hours. 

b. Adding thin layers of sugar. 

c. Pouring the mix into moulds. 

 

  

29. What gives the beans their shiny look? 

a. Polishing them with wax.  

b. Adding colour and flavour.  

c. Spinning them in pans. 
 

30. When did jelly beans become an Easter 

treat?  

a. 1800s. 

b. 1930s.  

c. 1940s.  
 

31. What did Turkish Delight sweets inspire 

in jelly beans? 

a. Their flavours. 

b. Their soft centre.  

c. Their colours. 

 

End of Examination 
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ESOL International 

 
English Writing Examination 

 
Level B2 Independent User 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.  

You must write a minimum of 100 – 150 words for Task 1  
and 150 - 200 words for Task 2.  
 
Use black or blue ink. Do not use a pencil. 

You may NOT use a dictionary. 

There are two tasks. You must attempt both tasks. 

Formal writing Task 1, you must complete either Option 1 OR Option 2. 

Informal writing Task 2, you must complete the set task.  

Total marks available: 24 
 
Allow time to check your work before the end of the examination.  
 
You can ask for more writing paper if required. 
 
You have 60 minutes to finish the examination. 



NOCN ESOL International Listening, Reading and Writing 

Level B2 Independent User LIVE Winter 2025   

Test Booklet  

 

NOCN ESOL International Listening, Reading and Writing  
Level B2 Independent User 
Test Booklet            Page 14 of 16 

Option 1 Formal Writing Task 1 – Allow 30 minutes for this task. 
 
The town council wants to close your local leisure centre as it does not attract enough visitors. Write a 
letter to the council to complain about its decision.  
 
You could write about: 
 

• why you are writing 

• how the leisure centre benefits the local community 

• what sorts of things people do at the leisure centre 

• how the leisure centre could attract more visitors. 
 

OR 
 

Option 2 Formal Writing Task 1 – Allow 30 minutes for this task. 
 

Write an article for a magazine to express your ideas on the advantages and disadvantages of social 
media. 
 

You could write about: 
 

• why social media has become more popular in recent years 

• how you can use social media 

• your experiences of using social media 

• what your own opinion is about social media. 
 

Write 100 – 150 words.         (12 Marks) 
 

Informal Writing Task 2 – Allow 30 minutes for this task. 
 
You visited a friend last weekend who you had not seen for a long time. Write an email to your friend to 
say thank you for the visit.  
 

You could write about: 
 

• how seeing them again made you feel 

• what you enjoyed most about the visit 

• what you have been doing since the visit 

• what you would like to do together in the future. 
 

Write 150 – 200 words.         (12 Marks) 
 

You will be assessed on: 
• content • use of appropriate tenses • word order 

• use of conjunctions, 
adjectives and vocabulary  

• legibility of writing  

End of Examination  
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